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Incorporating Emergent and Early Literacy 

Practices into Public Library Storytimes 

Public libraries continue to play an important role in the development of a young 

child’s emergent literacy skills. Public children’s librarians are now more than ever 

incorporating researched-based, brain development learning activities into their 

programming in an effort to introduce and enhance emergent literacy skills. They are 

integrating phonemic awareness, print awareness, letter recognition, print motivation, 

narrative skills, vocabulary, play activities, and dialog reading into their storytime 

sessions. Public libraries provide materials that can be used by other public libraries, 

teachers, parents, and caregivers that assist in the development of a young child’s 

emergent literacy skills. Public libraries also foster emergent literacy skills through 

family literacy programming, summer reading programs, parent/child workshops, 

program-based story hours, and outreach services. This review of recent literature will 

present an overview of current practices and programs public libraries are using to 

promote emergent literacy. 

 

Emergent Readers and Brain Development 

In order for public libraries to provide children and their families with appropriate 

emergent literacy programming, it helps to have an understanding of the science behind 

emergent literacy practices. Having a basic knowledge of emergent literacy practices and 

how it can be applied to children’s programming is also beneficial to the public children’s 

librarian or any public library staffer working with children. 
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Emergent literacy skills can be introduced to a child of any age. Research has 

shown an infant or toddler can benefit from an activity based, literature rich environment 

that includes an emergent literacy component. Lawhon and Cobb (2002) discussed 

activities that nurture the development of a young child’s emergent literacy skills. They 

focused on creating a literacy routine with developmentally appropriate activities that 

support the growth of a young child’s literacy skills. The authors suggest using a story 

and word wall to expose a child to a print rich environment. Lawhon and Cobb began by 

noting infants’ and toddlers’ literacy skills develop as they view, listen, imitate, and play. 

As the brain of an infant or toddler matures, exposure to a variety of environmental 

factors and social interactions will increase recognition of spoken language and written 

letters. The authors remarked by noting previous researchers have found a young child’s 

literacy skills are nurtured when participating in preschool or daycare programs, home 

reading programs, or public library events. Children learn to enjoy reading when being 

read stories in different genres. Lawhon and Cobb also discussed the use of dramatic play 

areas. Various items such as chalkboards and signs are used to increase emergent literacy 

skills. The use of picture books, both fiction and non-fiction, nursery rhymes, fingerplays, 

and music exposes a child to different cultures and activities that help them develop oral 

language skills. When infants, toddlers, and preschoolers engage in these activities, 

emergent literacy skills are improved. The authors concluded by stating the development 

of emergent literacy practices via a team approach enhances a child’s ability to learn and 

retain important reading skills. Lawhon and Cobb presented a thoroughly developed 

literacy routine for each group represented in the narrative. Their theories about emergent 

literacy practices were documented with previous research performed in the field. 
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Preschool is the time when a child should be introduced to emergent literacy 

practices and skills. Pullen and Justice (2003) provide readers with research that supports 

their claim that the preschool years are critical to a child’s emergent literacy 

development. They cite the experiences gained by a child when introduced to 

phonological awareness, print awareness, and oral language development. These pre-

reading skills aid in the development of emergent literacy. The authors addressed the 

issues of storybook reading to a child as a way to enhance print awareness, which leads to 

proficient reading and writing skills. They also focused on the importance of modeling 

proper reading techniques to parents when working with print sources. Pullen and Justice 

suggest adult storybook readers use repeated reading and story props to encourage a 

child’s active participation when fostering essential emergent literacy skills. 

Interactive storybook reading has been used as a way of developing emergent 

literacy skills in toddlers. Allor and McCathren (2003) provided detailed research in the 

area of young children’s brain development and relate it to the fostering of emergent 

literacy skills. Oral language development, phonological awareness, and print awareness 

are used to facilitate developmentally appropriate practices when introducing storybook 

reading activities to children who are in kindergarten. The authors suggested using books 

with large print, repetitive text and print embedded illustrations to develop print 

awareness skills. Allor and McCathren noted emergent literacy skills are enhanced with 

increased exposure to reading. They offer supportive evidence of lab-tested theories in 

the field of teaching emergent literacy skill to support their claims.  
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Promoting Emergent Literacy Skills  

Public libraries offer a welcoming and safe environment that supports the 

development of emergent literacy skills. Public children’s services librarians Diamant-

Cohen, Riordan, and Wade (2004) explained how brain-based research findings in the 

area of a young child’s experiences can be integrated into children’s programming        

that cultivates the learning environment. The article discussed in detail the efforts            

of the children’s service librarians at the Enoch Pratt Free Library to apply brain-based 

research findings into the development of children’s programs and spatial designs of the 

children’s area. 

Diamant-Cohen et al. (2004) noted research has shown children learn freely in an 

environment that is safe, welcoming, and nurturing. Techniques, such as using positive 

words and phrases upon a child’s entrance into the public library, help a child’s brain 

experience a positive situation, thus providing growth. The librarian-authors discussed in 

detail three focus areas that stimulate brain growth: art and music, repetition and ritual, 

and movement and literacy experience. Each focus area provides program design ideas, 

tips, and suggestions for art projects, songs, fingerplays, and movement. To each focus 

area the authors added brain-based research findings that support their practices. They 

commented on the advantage of using repetition and ritual in storytime sessions. 

Diamant-Cohen, Riordan, and Wade suggest using the same songs, fingerplays, and 

select books in each session. Children learn easier and retain information as it is repeated 

over and over. The article also offered details about family involvement programs, such 

as Brain Gym or Mother Goose on the Loose, that support emergent literacy skills. 

Comments from parents were included throughout the article expressing their thoughts 
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and feelings about the newly designed children’s programs. The article included a 

comprehensive resource section with information on children’s books, agencies, 

programs, and brain-based research studies. Diamant-Cohen et al. closed by admitting  

the challenges they continue to face when designing programs that enhance emergent 

literacy skills. 

Parents often think play is a way a child wastes time because it is fun and light-

hearted. They feel childhood play is unstructured and offers little to no learning value. 

However, research has shown that play is a form of activity that promotes the growth of 

emergent literacy skills. Book a Play Date: The Game of Promoting Emergent Literacy 

(Byrne, Deerr, and Kropp, 2003) discussed the importance of dramatic play in the 

development of emergent literacy skills. The authors explained play is a child’s work and 

provides a valuable learning experience. Children acquire emergent literacy skills 

through age appropriate, hands-on activities, such as play, listening when being read to, 

holding a book, and using writing tools. 

Byrne et al. (2003) suggested public libraries need to offer the following services 

to promote emergent literacy skills: age-appropriate spaces, materials, programming, and 

the opportunity for parents to experience appropriate reading skills being modeled. 

Profiles of public libraries that have age appropriate spaces are discussed. These sites 

included educational manipulatives (toys) for young children and their parents to engage 

in playful activities in an area where noise is not a factor. 

The authors noted public libraries have not only enhanced their collections, but 

now offer family programs that promote emergent literacy practices. Circulating 

collections now include board and cloth books, big books, musical CDs, puzzles, 
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puppets, storytelling kits, and parenting materials. Public children’s librarians are 

modeling enjoyable ways to read and share books, incorporate educational toys, play 

activities, and music into their programming. Libraries are in a position to support parents 

in their efforts to enhance a child’s emergent literacy skills. Parents who attend story hour 

sessions have the opportunity to see the children’s librarian model effective ways to share 

books, toys, and songs. These activities offer ideas to parents who are their children’s 

first teachers. The article mentioned the growing partnerships between literacy groups 

and public libraries as an outreach service to promote emergent literacy practices. 

Programs specifically mentioned included Parent-Child Home Program, Do It Yourself, 

and Family Place. 

Byrne et al. (2003) also provided readers with a detailed look into model public 

library programs that promote emergent literacy practices. These programs are both cost 

effective and can be adapted for use in most public libraries. The authors took readers a 

step further and offered a research primer with an up-to-date bibliography on the subject. 

Children’s programming should be promoted to parents and/or caregivers, as well 

as their children. Parental feedback is important in order to offer effective children’s 

programming. Authors Feinberg, Kuchner, and Feldman (1998) offered research based 

developmentally appropriate practices for public libraries. The use of these practices is 

related to the design of children’s programming and family centered practices. They 

discussed the need for public libraries to incorporate emergent literacy programming into 

family centered practices. The authors commented on the unique opportunity a children’s 

librarian plays in developing family centered activities. The children’s librarian must 

become familiar with the educational, informational, and recreational needs of the family 
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if the public library is to offer needed outreach services. The children’s librarian often 

assists parents in the selection of books and can suggest related activities that will, in 

turn, foster the growth of emergent literacy skills. This handbook included a section 

offering suggestions for redesigning the children’s library in an effort to improve          

the active learning environment. The handbook also offered practical information          

on cost effective methods to improve programming and facilities that will provide 

optimal stimulation to a young child. “Part III Quality Review Tools” presented forms   

for evaluating staffers, physical space, and parent participation surveys. The handbook 

thoroughly covered all areas of programming when working with children and            

their families. 

 

Components for Early Literacy Storytime Sessions 

So much of what is written on the topic of early literacy appears to be marketed to 

the preschool teacher and for the preschool setting. However, a clever children’s librarian 

can extract the most useful components and integrate them into a storytime session. Beaty 

and Pratt (2003) offered suggested art activities that enhanced hand-eye coordination and 

lay the foundation for early writing skills. Some of the suggested art activities offer 

commentary about how early literacy skills are fostered. Bead stringing develops hand-

eye coordination and strengthens the muscles, thus helping to turn the pages of a book. 

Cooking with a recipe gives the child the ability to see words in print, fostering print 

awareness. Art activities that are structured or unstructured allow a child to develop hand-

eye coordination, gain muscle strength and develop critical thinking skills. In Early 

Literacy in Preschool and Kindergarten, Beaty and Pratt examined the importance of 
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using flannel or felt board stories in the development of early literacy skills. The use of 

flannel and felt stories helped a child develop a sense of story, thus fostering the 

development of narrative skills. The authors suggested the presenter lay flannel or felt 

story pieces in front of the children. During the course of reading the book, the children 

can choose the appropriate flannel piece and add it to the felt board. They cautioned 

against the use of a story telling apron, noting the apron cannot be viewed without 

distraction of the adult wearer and the viewing child. A flannel or felt board stands alone 

and can be stepped away from when telling the story. The authors suggested placing the 

flannel or felt story pieces with the book on a table with the flannel board to encourage 

children to begin learning the process of telling their own story. This activity not only 

develops print motivation, but narrative skills as well. The book details activities for 

creating an early literacy environment. The authors discussed the use of books, music, 

and art as natural language. Beatty and Pratt divided early literacy practices into three 

components: emergent speaking, emergent writing, and emergent reading. Many of the 

suggested activities and ideas can be adapted to a children’s storytime session. 

Children’s librarians are always looking for the perfect theme, fingerplay, or 

activity that will make their storytime successful. Creating Readers author Pam Schiller 

(2001) offered readers over 1,000 games, activities, songs, and stories that encouraged 

early literacy skills in preschoolers. Schiller discussed the importance of brain research 

and its relation to the development of a child’s syntax and vocabulary. She also discussed 

the principles of emergent literacy skills focusing on literacy as a social process. Schiller 

commented that children learn language easier when it is set to a rhyme. When a child 

hears a rhyme, they notice differences or likenesses in sounds. Schiller explained this 
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noticing of different sounds is a precursor to phonological awareness. This book provided 

an excellent source for phonological awareness activities. Over 100 pages focused 

specifically on alphabet driven activities that included songs, fingerplays, craft activities, 

and suggested book lists that promoted phonological awareness, as well as narrative and 

oral language skills. 

Public libraries can integrate a variety of research based methods and activities 

into each storytime session. Storytime sessions can be planned and organized in such a 

way that they promote the development of emergent literacy skills. Reid (1999) offered a 

collection of twenty-four pre-planned storytime programs that can be used in the home or 

public library setting. Each storytime is planned around a central theme, topic, or genre. 

Reid does not adhere to a basic format for each 30-minute storytime. Reid, however, does 

note the importance of opening and closing each session with a ritual song, poem, or 

chant. The sessions included picture books, as well as a variety of fiction and nonfiction 

books. The use of fingerplays, craft activities, movement activities, and videos were 

suggested for each session. He stressed the importance of including the entire family in 

the storytime. Although he cautioned that these can often turn into adult social hours. He 

suggested combating this problem early on and offers suggestions on how to open 

sessions where families are present. Reid’s themes were well planned and integrated 

early literacy practices. One of the best parts of the book is the extensive discography and 

bibliography. Also, the back cover offers a list of the top 10 reasons why families should 

be included in storytime – the number one reason is that adults take pleasure in listening 

to a story being read to them although they will not acknowledge their satisfaction.  
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Suggested early literacy practices and explanations of their use are readily 

available for the preschool setting. Most public children’s librarians are skilled enough to 

adapt concepts and materials to accommodate their story hour needs. However, a recently 

published book, Early Literacy Storytimes at Your Library by Saroj Nadkarni Ghoting 

and Pamela Martin-Díaz (2006) discussed the early literacy concept as it relates to public 

library storytimes. The authors discussed how brain research is directly linked to a baby’s 

ability to learn and retain information. They also discussed several key factors that 

influence the development of early literacy skills such as parent/child relationships, 

television and video viewing, and family economics. A detailed explanation is provided 

for each of the six pre-reading skills: phonological awareness, vocabulary, narrative 

skills, print awareness, letter knowledge, and print motivation. 

Ghoting and Martin-Díaz (2006) provided suggestions for how to easily integrate 

early literacy practices into a storytime session. They stressed the importance of 

explaining to adult attendees why certain components, such as songs, fingerplays, or the 

use of picture books, play an integral part in the development of early literacy skills. 

Rhymes, songs, and fingerplays develop phonological awareness skills because they 

allow the child to hear and recognize letter and word sounds. Narrative skills are 

emphasized when children begin to learn through repetition of the songs, rhymes, or 

fingerplays. They then can become actively involved in the session. Ghoting and Martin-

Díaz also discussed dialog reading and provided suggestions of how storytellers and 

parents can actively engage in this practice. 

Ghoting and Martin-Díaz (2006) devote Part II of the book to offering suggested 

storytime samples for Early Talkers, Talkers, and Pre-readers. They also discussed how 
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to create your own storytime. Sample sessions are designed around a theme and include 

songs, action songs, fingerplays, and the use of big books and action songs. In the “To the 

Adults” sub-section in each themed storytime, interesting talking points and explanations 

of activities are offered for children’s librarians.  

Ghoting and Martin-Díaz (2006) closed the book with a section on providing 

quality early literacy skill based storytimes through outreach services. They suggested 

public libraries could use or adapt the Public Library Association’s “Every Child Ready 

to Read at Your Library” program materials. Suggestions are also offered for collection 

development, creating a rich literacy environment, and promoting public library services 

whether one-on-one or to the public. 

The book’s appendix offers sample parent letters, take home parent tip sheets, and 

storytime aids for planning, discussing, and demonstrating the six pre-reading skills. 

In my opinion, this is the best early literacy storytime planning book I have ever 

read. Ghoting and Martin-Díaz (2006) have provided not only the basics of sharing early 

literacy with children, but have taken their project a step further by offering suggestions 

and tips to be used with parents or caregivers. 

Public libraries can foster early literacy skills beyond the confines of the story 

hour session. The development of take-home educational handouts, pocket rhymes, and 

circulating theme kits all strengthen the promotions of early literacy skills. Sally 

Moomaw and Brenda Hieronymus (2001) in More Than Letters: Literacy Activities for 

Preschool, Kindergarten, and First Grade discussed the importance of surrounding 

young children with meaningful print. All the sample activities featured songs, craft 
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materials lists, and activity extenders. Sample activities are matched with a comments 

and questions section to encourage phonetic awareness. 

Big books, or enlarged print versions of regular books, are often used in public 

library storytimes to enhance dialog readings skills. Moomaw and Hieronymus (2001) 

commented the use of a big book allows the facilitator to share a story with a larger group 

of children. The use of a big book also provides the child with the opportunity to compare 

written words with spoken languages. Big books allow for the establishment of 

sound/symbol relationships – phonemes and voice/print pairing – print awareness. The 

authors suggested the facilitator point to certain words and ask questions as they read. 

This practice strengthens dialog reading and increases phonetic awareness. 

Moomaw and Hieronymus (2001) also discussed the use of pocket stories. They 

said pocket stories permit children to see words in print and allow for word matching 

activities. Pocket stories also assist in the development of phonetic awareness. When 

using a pocket story, an adult can ask the child what sounds they hear in the word, or look 

for a word with the letter E. Although this book is intended primarily for early childhood 

curriculum instruction, many of the ideas and activities can be modified to meet the needs 

of a public library storytime setting. 

 

Various Emergent Literacy Programs in Public Libraries 

Public libraries are offering programs designed to introduce emergent literacy 

practices. Some of the programs have been designed in house, while others are offered by 

national associations. Programs that promote emergent literacy practices often focus on 

the child, but some have actually incorporated a family learning component. 
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A “Special News Report” found in American Libraries, April 2003 issue 

explained the joint efforts of the Public Library Association and the Association of 

Library Service to Children in their Emergent Literacy Project (Goode, 2003). The 

Emergent Literacy Project provides participating public libraries with materials that aid 

parents, caregivers, and teachers in their efforts to enhance reading skills of young 

children. A brief explanation was provided explaining how two public libraries have 

integrated the program materials into their children’s program. The public libraries 

described re-designed children’s spaces and created family centered programming in an 

effort to promote emergent literacy practices and skills. Unfortunately, the article 

provided only a general description of the Emergent Literacy Project. There was no 

description of the components of the Emergent Literacy Project, nor was there any 

information concerning how to access project materials. 

Every Child Ready to Read at Your Library (PLA & ALSC, 2005) is an early 

literacy program specifically designed for use in the public library. The program 

developed from a partnership between the Public Library Association and the Association 

for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association. This 

program is designed to be presented by a children’s librarian in an informal workshop 

setting to parents who wish to learn ways in which to teach their children early literacy 

skills. The program is based on the six pre-reading skills of early literacy. The program is 

unique in that it provides facilitator scripts that can be presented to parents about teaching 

early literacy skills to infants through toddlers. The program encourages discussion 

between the children’s librarian and the parent about age appropriate books, as well as 

the use of songs and fingerplays. Children’s librarians are encouraged to model 
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appropriate ways to read a book, foster the use of rhyming at home, and suggest low cost 

activities that develop emergent literacy skills. 

This is a wonderful program and teaching tool that can be used by public libraries. 

All materials can be downloaded from the Public Library Association website free of 

charge. Materials include parent handouts, booklists, facilitator scripts, songs, 

fingerplays, and even pictures to teach vocabulary. All materials can be customized to 

reflect the public library offering the program. 

Mother Goose on the Loose (MGOL) is a program for babies and children to age 

five that is offered at the Enoch Pratt Free Library. MGOL goals are to increase public 

library use by families by providing programming that fosters emergent literacy skills, 

provides a model for parents as a child’s first teacher, and enhances communication 

between parents and public children’s librarians. Diamant-Cohen (2004) commented that 

studies in brain research indicate children learn through routine and repetition that take 

place in a pleasurable environment. The author also noted research demonstrates that 

parents who enjoy and share books with children are fostering a positive attitude toward 

books. MGOL offers parents 30 minutes of musical activities using rhymes, fingerplays, 

instruments, puppets, and colored scarves led by a children’s librarian. Diamant-Cohen 

(2004) noted MGOL fosters emergent literacy skills through the use of musical patterns 

that incorporate oral language development, phonemic awareness, motor coordination, 

and speech development. Musical activities include physical movement, keeping musical 

time, the use of rhythm instruments, as well as songs, action rhymes, and fingerplays. 

The program’s inclusion of the above mentioned musical activities enhance a child’s 

ability to learn, thus making the transition to reading and writing a natural progression. 
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Diamant-Cohen (2004) again offered readers a comprehensive resource and reference 

list. An appendix listed books, songs, fingerplays, and activities while relating each to the 

development of the appropriate social or motor skills. A table was included in the article 

showing the increase in program participation levels in children’s programming. 

The study on The Role of Public Libraries in Children’s Literacy Development 

(Celano and Neuman, 2001) and its subsequent report were commissioned by the Office 

of Commonwealth Libraries. The study discussed the part public library storytimes, 

preschool programs, and summer reading programs play in the development of emergent 

literacy skills. Presented were the benefits derived when children attend public library 

programming designed with an emergent literacy component. Celano and Neuman (2001) 

offered readers qualitative data gathered by observation and interviews of children’s 

librarians and participants. Quantitative data focused on attendance patterns at 

programming. The report focused only on a select group of Pennsylvania public libraries. 

It addressed how each promoted emergent literacy programming and the challenges 

encountered when developing educationally based programming. Throughout the report, 

the reader will find easy to read graphs and pie charts as well as quotes from children’s 

librarians concerning the value of emergent literacy programming. A children’s librarian 

will find relevant statistics to support the inclusion of emergent literacy activities in 

children’s programming. 
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Conclusion 

 This literature review has demonstrated the community of public libraries’ 

commitment to offering children’s programming that includes specially designed 

activities that either introduce or enhance the development of emergent literacy skills. 

Public libraries throughout the United States are offering storytimes, summer reading 

programs, family literacy events, outreach programs and themed children’s programming 

containing an emergent literacy component. Research has shown that public libraries are 

often a young child’s first introduction to books and reading. Through modeling 

appropriate reading techniques and offering educationally based activities, children’s 

librarians are introducing parents to brain-based research techniques that foster a child’s 

emergent literacy skills. The authors discussed herein have used brain-based research 

techniques when developing children’s programming that integrates emergent literacy 

skills. They have provided qualitative and quantitative data to support their claims that 

children’s library programming can be effectively designed to include an emergent 

literacy component. Public libraries need to continually evaluate children’s programming 

to ensure proper methods and techniques are being used when promoting emergent 

literacy skills to young children and their parents. 
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Session One: Recognizing Words – Vocabulary 
 

Children’s Librarian Talking Points 
 
Welcome everyone and talk about library services. 
 
Sprouting Readers is a program about how to introduce early literacy skills to children 
and what you as parents and caregivers can do to make your children comfortable with 
books and language. 
 
Early literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they can actually 
read or write.  
 
Early literacy skills develop through a child’s early experiences with books.  
 
Children’s positive experiences with books and stories are linked to successful reading 
development. 
 
The earlier you, as a caregiver or parent, begin to read to your child the better language 
and reading skills they will develop.   
 
This session of Sprouting Readers focuses on the development of the early literacy skill 
recognizing words, also known as vocabulary.  
 
Recognizing Words – Vocabulary     
Vocabulary, or recognizing words, is knowing the names of things. 
 
Why do you think it is very important for children to hear a variety of words? 
 
A child will not understand what you are reading unless they know the meanings            
of the words. 
 
When you read to a child they hear the words pronounced correctly, which helps them 
develop essential vocabulary skills. 
 
What can you do to help your child learn vocabulary?  
 
Talk and read with your child often. When a child is engaged in reading or conversation, 
they are exposed to hundreds of new words. 
 
Label objects in your house and say the word representing the object when you or your 
child is using that object. 
 
Explain new and unfamiliar words to your child rather than replacing them with         
familiar words. 
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Outline: Session One  
 
Opening Song: Children’s Librarian will sing “Storytime is Starting Now” by Michelle 
to bring the group together.  
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Is Your Mama a Llama? by Deborah Guarino 
A young llama asks a bat, swan, seal, kangaroo, and calf if their mamas are llamas. 
Visual clues and rhyming text prompts children to identify the correct animal. 
 
Fingerplay: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in the fingerplay “The Library” by 
Laurie Shaffer. 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: The Napping House by Audrey Wood 
As Granny snores on the bed, a cat, a boy, a dog, and a mouse join her on the bed. This is 
a predictable book that helps children understand difficult vocabulary and what comes 
next in the story. 
 
Rhyme or Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing along with the 
compact disc “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.” 
 
Book Sharing: Three to five minutes of free time when caregiver and child share a book 
together.  
 
Art Activity : Children will participate in a free art activity. Art items such as paint, 
crayons, markers, glitter, tissue paper, felt, craft foam, construction paper, and glue will 
be available at the activity center for children to construct their own art project.  
 
Closing Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing “Storytime is Over 
Now” by Raffi. 
 
Take Home Activity Idea Bag: Letter Rubbings 
This is a paper lunch bag filled with two pieces of very fine grade sand paper, five pieces 
of blank white copy paper, a small box of crayons, a small box of colored chalk, and a 
pack of alphabet stencils. Trace the letters of the child’s name or a favorite word on the 
sand paper and cut it out. Put the cut out letters under a piece of plain white paper and rub 
the chalk or crayons over the letters. The child will be amazed when they see the letters 
appear on the white paper.   
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Session Two:  
Recognizing Letter Differences – Letter Knowledge 
 

Children’s Librarian Talking Points  
 
Welcome and talk about Library Services. 
 
Sprouting Readers is a program about how to introduce early literacy skills to children 
and what you as parents and caregivers can do to make your children comfortable with 
books and language. 
 
Reminder: Early Literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they 
can actually read and write. 
 
You can help your child develop early literacy skills by sharing and reading books to 
them at an early age. 
 
Babies can even benefit from early reading. Babies who are read to develop better 
language and reading skills as they grow older. 
 
Reading to your child at an early age allows them to develop vocabulary skills and    
letter recognition. 
 
This session of Sprouting Readers focuses on the development of the early literacy skill 
recognizing letter differences, also known as letter knowledge.  
 
Recognizing Letter Differences – Letter Knowledge 
A child’s ability to recognize that individual letters are shaped different and when used in 
a word sound different from each other. 
 
The ability to distinguish different letters and know their sounds and names. 
 
Why is it important for your child to recognize different letters? 
 
Children who can recognize different letters have an easier time learning words. 
 
If a child is going to be a good reader and writer, they must know that words are made of 
smaller parts, broken down by individual letters, and that each letter has a name. 
 
How can you help your child learn about different letters? 
 
As a parent or caregiver you can point out the different shapes that make each letter. 
 
Point out by explaining different shapes of toys and objects. Such as the box is square, 
and an orange is round, and the color is orange. 
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Read alphabet books and sing alphabet songs, such as the ABC song. 
 
The most important thing to a child is their name. Their name is their identity. Start out 
by teaching them the first letter of their name followed by the remaining letters.  Help 
them find the first letter of their name on cereal boxes, store signs, or mail.  
 
Use environmental print – point out letters on signs and in grocery stores.  
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Outline: Session Two 
 
Opening Song: Children’s Librarian will sing, “Storytime is Starting Now” by Michelle 
to bring the group together. 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr.  
Alphabet letters serve as the main characters of this book as they climb up a coconut tree. 
This book features a rhyming verse, which is repeatable throughout the book. 
 
Fingerplay: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in the fingerplay “The Library” 
by Laurie Shaffer. 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Kipper A to Z by Mick Inkpen 
Kipper the dog along with his friends discover each letter of the alphabet. A different 
creature or object is assigned to each letter as they travel. Children will be introduced to 
the letter sounds of the alphabet, as well as a variety of new words. 
 
Rhyme or Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing along with the 
cassette “Chicka Chicka Funk”  
 
Book Sharing: Three to five minutes of free time when caregiver and child share            
a book together. 
 
Art Activity : Cut out a coconut tree from a paper bag, cut out coconuts from felt and 
paste foam ABC letters to the trees.  
 
Closing Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing “Storytime is Over 
Now” by Raffi. 
 
Take Home Activity Idea Bag: Looking for Letters  
A paper lunch bag will be filled with pages from magazines, newspapers and catalogs, 
glue, scissors, and construction paper. Parents and/or caregivers will encourage children 
to look for letters that make up their names, family members’ names, or the names of 
their pets. When they find the letters, cut them out and paste them to the construction 
paper. Hang the letter signs on the refrigerator or on the child’s bedroom door. The parent 
and/or caregiver can also spend some time outside looking for letters on signs, license 
plates or other places.  
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Session Three: Talking Points Letter Sounds – 
Phonological Awareness 
 
Children’s Librarian Talking Points 
 
Welcome and talk about Library Services. 
 
Sprouting Readers is a program about how to introduce early literacy skills to children 
and what you as parents and caregivers can do to make your children comfortable with 
books and language. 
 
Reminder: Early Literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they 
can actually read and write. 
 
As a parent or caregiver you can help your child develop phonological skills by sharing 
and signing nursery rhymes to them and as they grow older with them.   
 
This session of Sprouting Readers focuses on the development of the early literacy skill 
recognizing letter sounds, also known as Phonological Awareness. 
 
Letter Sounds – Phonological Awareness 
This is a child’s ability to hear and recognize smaller sounds in words. The child’s ability 
to hear and recognize different sounds in words is known as phonemic awareness.  
 
When a child can hear the beginning and ending of a word and recognize that smaller 
sounds make up larger words, they can sound out larger words easier.  
 
Songs and Rhymes help children hear different sounds in words. Sing throughout the day 
with your child in the car, eating breakfast, or in the bathtub. (Songs like Miss Muffett or 
Eensy Weensy Spider) 
 
Is there a rhyme you like to use with your child?  
Have the audience share a favorite rhyme if they feel comfortable.  
 
We are going to show you some simple ways to introduce phonemic awareness into your 
daily literacy activities.   
 
Ask your child what sound a word starts and ends with.  
 
Emphasize particular parts of words as you say them to your child.   
 
Ask your child with what does the word mitten rhyme? Kitten rhymes with mitten.   
 
Ask your child what sound c makes in cat?  



Sprouting Readers     26 

Outline Session Three  
 
Opening Song: Children’s Librarian will sing, “Storytime is Starting Now” by Michelle 
to bring the group together. 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Sheep In A Jeep by Nancy Shaw 
With rhyming and repeating text, the story tells of a group of sheep who encounter 
various obstacles as they drive a jeep. 
 
Fingerplay: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in the fingerplay “The Library” by 
Laurie Shaffer. 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type by Dorean Cronin 
Farmer Brown cannot believe he hears typing sounds coming from his barn and is really 
surprised by the message the cows type for him. This story will help the child to learn and 
hear how sections of words create sounds and connect to form a word. 
 
Rhyme or Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing along with the 
compact disc “If You’re Happy and You Know it Clap Your Hands” and the pop-up book 
by David Carter 
 
Book Sharing: Three to five minutes of free time when caregiver and child share            
a book together. 
 
Art Activity : Children will participate in a free art activity. Art items such as paint, 
crayons, markers, glitter, tissue paper, felt, craft foam, construction paper and glue will 
be available at the activity center for children to construct their own art project. 
 
Closing Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing “Storytime is Over 
Now” by Raffi. 
 
Take Home Activity Idea Bag: Word Box 
A lunch bag filled with pre-cut foam letters, sentence strips for words, and crayons will 
be given to each child. Parents and caregivers will be encouraged to ask their children 
what words they would like placed in their word box. Encourage the child to write the 
word or the parent and/or caregiver can write the word on the sentence strip.  The child 
will then choose the correct foam letters that spell the word. Words when finished will be 
placed in a shoebox from home.  
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Session Four: Noticing Written Words –  
Print Awareness  
 

Children’s Librarian Talking Points 
 
Welcome and talk about Library Services. 
 
Sprouting Readers is a program about how to introduce early literacy skills to children 
and what you as parents and caregivers can do to make your children comfortable with 
books and language. 
 
Reminder: Early Literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they 
can actually read and write. 
 
If you want your child to become a good reader, they must feel comfortable handling       
a book. 
 
Allow your children to touch and explore books. Board books and soft books are great for 
young children because they are easy to hold and the pages are easy to turn.  
 
This session of Sprouting Readers focuses on the development of the early literacy skill 
noticing written words, also known as print awareness 
 
Noticing Written Words – Print Awareness 
Print Awareness is important because it helps a child become familiar with a book, its 
construction, and how words appear on a page. 
 
When a child feels comfortable with a book they will eventually begin the process of 
starting to read the book. 
 
As a parent you can help your child feel comfortable with a book by showing them the 
front cover, turning the page, and explaining that words are read left to right, up or down, 
or appear in different sizes. 
 
Point to signs in stores or while you are driving. When you pull up to stop sign, say to 
your child, “This is a stop sign. See the word ‘stop?’” Spell the word to your child and 
sound it out, “S-T-O-P.”  
 
While you hold your child, let him/her turn the pages of the book. Point with your finger 
to the word as you read the text in the book. Help them point to the words in the book as 
you read the book to them. Hand the book to your child up side down and see if they turn 
the book right side up. 
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Outline Session Four  
 
Opening Song: Children’s Librarian will sing “Storytime is Starting Now” by Michelle 
to bring the group together.  
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: No, David! by David Shannon 
David has no manners: he chews with his mouth open, breaks household items, and picks 
his nose. Children are encouraged to notice the different font sizes used for the text and 
its arrangement on each page. 
 
Fingerplay: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in the fingerplay “The Library” by 
Laurie Shaffer 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book, asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: It Looked Like Spilt Milk by Charles G. Shaw 
White shaped silhouettes representing clouds are on a blue background. Children are 
encouraged to guess what each shape is – a rabbit, a bird, or just spilt milk. Repetitive 
text will allow children to notice that sentences start with capital letters and end with 
punctuation. 
 
Rhyme or Song: Note: Fingerplay will be used for this session. Children’s Librarian will 
lead everyone in the fingerplay Cloud  
 
Book Sharing: Three to five minutes of free time when caregiver and child share            
a book together. 
 
Art Activity : Children will draw pictures of clouds. The pictures will be put into their 
very own book.  
 
Closing Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing “Storytime is Over 
Now” by Raffi. 
 
Take Home Activity Idea Bag: Picture Guessing Windows 
Several 8½ in. by 11 in. manila envelopes will have small windows cut into them. 
Pictures taken from magazines and discarded books will be placed inside the envelopes. 
The children, with their parent and/or caregiver, will lift the flaps and try to guess what 
the picture is inside the envelope. When the guessing finally ends, pull the picture from 
the envelope and see if they were right. 



Sprouting Readers     29 

Session Five: Storybook Reading – Narrative Skills 
 

Children’s Librarian Talking Points 
 
Welcome and talk about Library Services. 
 
Sprouting Readers is a program about how to introduce early literacy skills to children 
and what you as parents and caregivers can do to make your children comfortable with 
books and language. 
 
Reminder: Early Literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they 
can actually read and write. 
 
Children can benefit from a book being read over and over again. This activity allows 
your child the opportunity to hear the story many times and eventually be able to tell you 
the story in their own words. 
 
This session of Sprouting Readers focuses on the development of the early literacy skill 
storybook reading also know as narrative skills 
 
Storybook Reading – Narrative Skills 
Narrative skills are important because they offer your child the ability to be able to talk 
about and explain what happens in a story.  
 
This activity helps them develop the ability to tell you about how their day was at        
pre-school, while they were at the babysitters or visiting grandparents. 
 
Talk with your child, listen to what they are saying, and interact with them in a 
conversation. Explain what you are doing as you are completing daily tasks and routines. 
 
Tell your child stories that are make believe or share something that you experienced as a 
child. Use their stuffed animals to tell a story or dress up like the characters in a story. 
This is called dramatic play. 
 
While reading a book that you have read several times with your child, stop at certain 
points and ask them to tell you the story. 
 
As you participate in activities throughout the day, talk with your child about the activity 
and explain what you are doing. I am doing the laundry now. We do the laundry like this. 
I am going to make you a sandwich. This is the bread, this is the peanut butter, and this is 
the jelly. Ask them to help you make the sandwich and repeat the parts.  
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Outline: Session Five  
 
Opening Song: Children’s Librarian will sing “Storytime is Starting Now” by Michelle 
to bring the group together.  
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: I Went Walking by Sue Williams 
A young child goes on a walk while, one by one, animals begin to follow her along the 
way. This is a repeated pattern book that the children can predict what will happen next. 
 
Fingerplay: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in the fingerplay “The Library”     
by Laurie Shaffer 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Jump, Frog, Jump by Robert Kalan 
A frog jumps to catch a fly. As he jumps throughout the story, he escapes the dangers    
of many different creatures. This is a pattern book with a repetitive refrain that creates 
predictable text. 
 
Rhyme or Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing along with the 
compact disc “ Head Shoulders Knees and Toes” song. 
 
Book Sharing: Three to five minutes of free time when caregiver and child share             
a book together. 
 
Art Activity : Children will participate in a free art activity. Items from nature, such as 
pine cones, leaves, twigs, and dirt, along with art items, such as paint, crayons, markers, 
glitter, tissue paper, felt, craft foam, construction paper, and glue, will be available at the 
activity center for children to construct their own art project. 
 
Closing Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing “Storytime is Over 
Now” by Raffi. 
 
Take Home Activity Idea Bag: Picture Stories 
A lunch bag will be filled with crayons, finger paints, construction paper, and collage 
materials. The parent and/or caregiver will encourage their child to create pictures 
depicting events they have experienced throughout the day whether at home, with 
grandparents at preschool or daycare. The parent and/or caregiver will find a quite place 
where the two can talk about the pictures and ask question about the child’s day.  
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Session Six: Positive Book Interaction –  
Print Motivation 
 
Children’s Librarian Talking Points 
 
Welcome and talk about Library Services. 
 
Sprouting Readers is a program about how to introduce early literacy skills to children 
and what you as parents and caregivers can do to make your children comfortable with 
books and language. 
 
Reminder: Early Literacy is what children know about reading and writing before they 
can actually read and write. 
 
If a child sees you enjoying a book they will be more likely to want to read a book. Your 
enjoyment of a book will foster in your child a positive attitude about reading.  
 
Please do not make negative comments about reading, like, “Oh, I do not like to read.” 
Children will comprehend the idea that reading is in some way not fun or an undesirable 
activity. 
 
This session of Sprouting Readers focuses on the development of the early literacy skill 
positive book interaction also know as print motivation.  
 
Positive Book Interaction – Print Motivation 
It is important for a child to find books interesting and enjoyable. If they are curious 
about reading, they will want to read. 
 
When reading a book to your child, use a happy and cheerful voice. 
 
Set aside a few minutes everyday to share a book with your child. We are all busy parents 
and caregivers. Keep books in your car and read while waiting at school to pick up your 
other children. Keep books in your purse or diaper bag and pull them out while waiting in 
the doctor’s office or for other appointments. 
 
Make sure your child is in a good mood when they are reading. If they are in a bad mood 
they will begin to associate reading with unpleasant feelings or thoughts.  
 
When your child is tired or loses interest in reading, stop, and move to a new activity. 
 
Do a book walk with your child. Show them the pages and let them tell you the story.  
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Outline: Session Six  
 
Opening Song: Children’s Librarian will sing “Storytime is Starting Now” by Michelle 
to bring the group together.  
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book: Wild About Books by Judy Sierra 
Mavis McGrew the librarian drives her bookmobile through the zoo by mistake. While 
there, she introduces all of the animals to the pleasure of reading. This book will 
encourage children to read through its rhyming text and colorful illustrations. 
 
Fingerplay: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in the fingerplay “The Library”     
by Laurie Shaffer 
 
Book Walk: Show children the pages of the book asking them what they think the story 
is about. 
 
Read Book:  Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear? by Bill Martin Jr. 
A polar bear hears a variety of zoo animal noises. Upon hearing a different animal noise, 
the zookeeper repeats the phrase, “Polar bear, polar bear what do you hear?” This phrase 
is repeated throughout the text. This book is full of rhyming words and repetitive verse. 
 
Rhyme or Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing along with the 
compact disc “ Old McDonald Had A Farm.” 
 
Book Sharing: Three to five minutes of free time when caregiver and child share a book 
together. 
 
Art Activity : Children will cut out a Giraffe puppet, color the giraffe head and body 
using different art medium, and glue the pieces to a paper bag.  
 
Closing Song: Children’s Librarian will lead everyone in singing “Storytime is Over 
Now” by Raffi. 
 
Take Home Activity Idea Bag: Tell Me a Story 
A lunch bag will be filled with cut out pictures from magazines and discarded easy 
children’s books both fiction and non-fiction. Children will be encouraged to pick a 
picture from the bag and then tell the parent and/or caregiver what is happening in the 
picture. The parent and/or caregiver can use the dialog reading technique where they ask 
the child an open-ended question about the picture such as “What color is the flower?” or 
“How many squirrels do you see in the picture?”  
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 Opening Song:  
 
Storytime is Starting Now 
 
(Tune “London Bridge”, words Michelle McIntyre) 

 
 

Storytime is starting now. 

Starting now, starting now. 

Storytime is starting now. 

Let’s share stories. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This song was written by Michelle A. McIntyre to the tune of London Bridge, 2005. 
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   Closing Song  
 
Storytime is Over Now 
 
(Tune “London Bridge”, words Anne Brew) 
 
 
 

Storytime is over now,  

over now, over now. 

Storytime is over now,  

see you next time. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brew, A. (2005, May) Storytime is over now [Song]. In E. Czarnecki & G. Martinez, It’s 
never too early: Storytime strategies for emergent literacy development. Presented 
in workshop training session, Williamsport, PA. 
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 Fingerplay: 
 
The Library 
By Laurie Shaffer, O’Fallon, MO 

 
 
This is the Library. 
 Open arms wide 
 
 
Here is the book. 
 Hold hands flat, one on top of the other. 
 
 
Open it up. 
 Open hands out, palms up. 
 
And take a look.  
 
 
 
 
This fingerplay was taken from the book Ring A Ring O’Roses: Fingerplays for 
Preschool Children. 11th edition Flint Public Library, Flint Michigan copyright 2000.  
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 Fingerplay: 
 
Cloud 
By Jackie Silberg and Pam Schiller 
 
What’s fluffy white and floats up high,  

point skyward 
 
Like a pile of cotton in the sky? 
 
And when the wind blows hard and strong  

wiggle fingers moving horizontally 
 
What very gently floats along?  

wiggle fingers moving downward 
 
What brings the rain? 

open hands palm up 
 
What brings the snow that shows down on us below? 
 
When you look up in the high blue sky  

look up 
 
What is that thing you see float by? 

A cloud. 
 
 
This fingerplay was taken from the book The Complete Book of Rhymes, Songs, Poems, 
Fingerplays, and Chants. Jackie Silberg and Pam Schiller.  Gryphone House, Inc. 
copyright 2002. 
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Sprouting Readers  
Non-Traditional Hour Storytime 

Roaring Spring Community Library 
 

Pre-Survey Date __________________ 
  

1. Do you plan activities that help develop your child’s reading skills? 
         ___Yes             ___ No 
  
2. While at home, do you repeat with your child any of his/her favorite books, songs, 
     or rhymes? 

   ___Yes             ___ No 
  
3. Have you seen your child play with a book like he is trying to read it?   
     ___Yes             ___ No 
  
4.  While at home, have you heard your child make-up stories, rhymes, or songs? 
           ___Yes             ___ No 
  
5.  While at home, has your child shown that he/she knows their letters and numbers? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
6. In your conversations with other caregivers, did you hear about any service or program  
    that will be useful to you and your child? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
7. Do you and your child visit the library and borrow books that help to create a rich  
    literacy and print environment in your home? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
8. Have you noticed your child playing with materials located in your rich literacy and  
    print environment? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
Other Comments or 
Suggestions:_____________________________________________________________ 
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Sprouting Readers  
Non-Traditional Hour Storytime 

Roaring Spring Community Library  
 

Post-Survey Date __________________ 
 

As a result of attending the six weekly Sprouting Readers sessions at the library do you 
notice any of the following?  

  
1. Do you plan additional activities that help develop your child’s reading skills? 

  ___Yes             ___ No 
  
2. While at home, do you often repeat with your child his/her favorite books, songs,  
    or rhymes? 

   ___Yes             ___ No 
  
3. Have you become more aware of your child playing with a book like he is trying  
    to read it?   
     ___Yes             ___ No 
  
4. While at home, have you observed your child making-up more stories, rhymes   
    or songs? 
     ___Yes             ___ No 
  
5. While at home, has your child demonstrated more frequently that he/she knows their   
    letters and numbers? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
6. In your conversations with other caregivers, did you hear about additional services or   
    programs that will be useful to you and your child? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
7. Do you and your child visit the library more frequently and borrow books that help to  
    create a rich literacy and print environment in your home? 

 ___Yes             ___ No 
  
8. Have you noticed your child playing more often with materials located in your rich  
    literacy and print environment? 

___Yes             ___ No 
  
Other Comments or 
Suggestions:_____________________________________________________________ 
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